Checklist: Taking a critical approach to resources

There are a number of key questions that should be considered whenever a resource or activity for ESDGC is selected.  These are should provide direction when choosing resources.

1.
Is it relevant to ESDGC? 
· Think about the definitions of ESDGC and the Common Understanding – does the resource reflect aspects of these definitions?

· Does the resource address the inter-relatedness of ESDGC themes?

2.
Is it educational?

· What is the aim of the resource?  

· What message is it trying to convey?  Is it educational or does it focus on fund raising / campaigning?

· Who has written, produced and funded the resource?  What is their agenda?  How do you know?  How can you find out?

3.
Is it appropriate?

· In terms of age and development of users?
· Does it cater for learners with additional needs and include differentiation?
· Is it available bilingually (English/Welsh)?
4.
Does the resource encourage questioning and discussion?

· Are different view points presented?

· Are learners encouraged to develop the skills outlined in both the Skills Framework
  and PSE Framework
 through using the resource?

· Are learners’ values and attitudes challenged?

· Are there opportunities for learner involvement and active / participative learning?

5.
Is the information accurate and up to date?

· The issues involved in ESDGC are constantly changing, does the resource reflect this?

· Will the resource date very quickly?

· Is appropriate language and terminology used?

· Is it scientifically accurate? What sources does it use?

6.
Does the resource reflect a range of different perspectives?

-
Whose attitudes / values and view points are being put forward?

-
How does it make us feel about people and places in other parts of the world? 

-
How does it make us feel about equalities?

-
Does the resource reflect viewpoints from less economically developed countries and black and southern perspectives?  
-
Are the views put forward balanced and fair?

7.
Does the resource enforce / reinforce negative stereotypes?

· What kind of language does it use?

· What kind of pictures does it contain?

· Is it balanced and fair?

· Does it generalise?

· Is it biased in any way?

8.
How accessible useable is it?

· Does it help you / your learners to understand ESDGC?

· Are the activities easy to understand and to use?

� Skills Framework for 3 to 19 year olds in Wales (WAG 2008)


� Personal and Social Education Framework for 7-19 year olds in Wales (WAG 2008)
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