Section 28 Inspection Reports of Primary Schools: 

2006-07(2008-09

Grade 1 for Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (EfSDGC):

· Judgements about EfSDGC usually appear in key question 3 of Section 28 inspection reports

· Inspection teams are asked to give one grade for EfSDGC

· 220 schools (some 28% of those inspected ) were awarded a grade . 
· Personally, I felt that the text of 41 reports key question 3 (some 20%) suggested that GC had similar outstanding features to EfSD.  

· In most reports it is clear that EfSD is the outstanding feature. This included some reports which stated both were outstanding
Features of GC often referred to in reports:
· Links with schools in other parts of the world and in contrasting localities in the UK
· ICT initiatives and applications
· Visiting speakers
· Specific projects:  eg Dolen Cymru
· Specific themes:  eg Make Poverty History/ Fair Trade

· Specific events:   eg UNICEF Day/ International Day/ Black History Week
· Charity work

· High quality work in RE, geography and PSE
· Lot of focus on charity raising and environmental issues
· Conservation issues

      Indicative Quotes from reports to illustrate the relative strength of EfSD and GC in primary schools
1. The provision to promote education for sustainable development and global citizenship (ESDGC) is outstanding. This permeates the school’s ethos; pupils are involved in recycling, energy conservation, gardening and composting. A committee of pupils is active in promoting initiatives and as part of the Eco schools award scheme the school has received the European Green Flag. The school’s commitment to raising awareness of issues of global citizenship is good 

2. The provision for education for sustainable development and global citizenship, and the efforts made by the school to act in a sustainable way, are outstanding and fully embedded in the life and work of the school. Children are involved in re-cycling, composting, water and energy conservation and waste minimisation schemes. 

3. The standards in, and provision for education for sustainable development and global citizenship are outstanding and are fully embedded in the life and work of the school. The school makes every effort to act in a sustainable way and most pupils regularly monitor energy consumption and are involved in re-cycling and waste minimisation schemes. Their   understanding of environmental, conservation and global issues is good and they are justly proud of their involvement in the development of their outdoors. The school is part of the eco- schools award scheme and has been awarded the Green Flag. 

4. The provision for education for sustainable development and global citizenship (ESDGC) is outstanding. The school has a detailed eco-schools action plan, which covers recycling, energy conservation, waste minimisation, attracting wildlife and growing vegetables. An outdoor focus week included planting vegetables and flower bushes, carrying out a litter survey and outdoor artwork. There is also a ‘weather activity day’ and a link with the National Botanical Gardens has led to the development of a pleasant outdoor garden area. All these activities are the responsibility of the enthusiastic members of the eco-committee, who meet regularly to ensure everything goes to plan. 

5. Pupils’ awareness of issues of global citizenship and the need for sustainable 

 development is very well promoted through studies in geography, charitable links and recycling and energy conservation projects. This is a very good feature. The school has formed an Eco Committee that meets on a weekly basis and the pupils are fully and effectively involved in all aspects. 

6. The standards in, and provision for education for sustainable development and global citizenship (ESDGC) are excellent. The school’s commitment to environmental and conservation issues is exemplary and as part of eco-schools award scheme the school is on track to receive its third European Green Flag. This is an impressive achievement 

7. The development of pupils’ understanding and awareness of sustainable development and global citizenship is an outstanding feature of the school. Pupils’ understanding of environmental awareness is developed through conservation schemes, such as waste reduction and energy saving. Sections of the school grounds have been set aside as gardened areas, with trees and plants to encourage wildlife and to provide for nature study. This has led to the school achieving first place in the annual ‘Newport in Bloom’ competition. The school has also achieved the Eco School’s prestigious Green Flag award for its work in promoting environmental awareness. Pupils have formed an Eco committee to encourage energy saving, recycling and the need to care for the environment. 

8. The very well-established programme to promote an understanding of sustainability and global citizenship among children is outstanding. The school has not only put in place initiatives to stress global issues and the children’s responsibilities to look after their environment but also ensures that the momentum is maintained to keep them keen and interested throughout the day. For example, all waste from the garden is composted and so is the food waste from the school kitchen. Children take part in these procedures with enthusiasm and their involvement boosts self-esteem and raises confidence. Children articulate very clearly their understanding of sustainability and recycling. An understanding of global citizenship is reinforced as the children take part in their studies of various countries world-wide. 
9. The provision for sustainable development and global citizenship is also an outstanding feature. Pupils have a very wide range of opportunities to take part in environmental and recycling projects. Pupils are encouraged to talk knowledgeably about recycling materials and energy conservation and they enjoy helping to improve the school environment. They are actively encouraged to care for their environment and to take measures to make the school environment both attractive and litter free 

10. The provision for education for sustainable development and global citizenship (ESDGC) and the efforts made by the school to act in a sustainable way are outstanding and fully embedded in the life and work of the school. 

11. The Eco Committee is pro-active in promoting sustainability and global citizenship, and the site manager makes an outstanding contribution to education for sustainable development and global citizenship throughout the school. His enthusiasm and commitment in working with pupils to reduce energy consumption and to raise awareness of the school’s ‘carbon footprint’ is greatly valued by staff and pupils. Pupils are involved in re-cycling, composting, water and energy conservation, fair trade initiatives and in waste minimisation schemes. Pupils have been actively involved in developing the external environment of their school, and gardening and horticulture are integral aspects of the life and work of the school. The whole school community is justly proud of its many achievements in the ‘Cardiff in Bloom’ competition. Pupils’ enthusiasm and love of gardening is clearly evident. 

Quotes from reports about the work in global citizenship

1. There is good provision for developing pupils' understanding of global citizenship. Pupils contribute regularly to different charities and give detailed attention to citizenship in geography lessons.

2. Opportunities for providing education for ESDGC are very good. Pupils are made aware of their responsibilities towards others less fortunate when collecting for good causes 

3. The promotion of pupils’ understanding of global citizenship is further promoted through subjects such as geography and religious education and the active support given to relevant charities 

4. Global citizenship is promoted very well and pupils have a good awareness of the lives of children on other continents and the global forces that shape their lives. They are aware of the economic and social inequalities that exist both nationally and globally, and their empathy and concern for others are outstanding features of their learning

 I have to admit that, to varying degrees, each of the above gives me cause for concern.  This is because it is all to easy for well-intentioned charity based activities and approaches to cultivate attitudes among pupils that these societies are less well-advanced, have a dependency on aid and charity and need to be in gratitude to the more economically advanced societies.  I am emphatically not criticising the various charitable activities schools take part in or even initiate as a means of assisting people in the developing world.  On the contrary, I think they provide real benefits for both the fund-raisers as well as the recipients.  However, they should be looked on as starting points rather than finishing lines in what a school does to promote global citizenship.  Unless this becomes the case the work will invariably be similar to (too many) history surveys on everyday life in the recent past that are based on pupils asking relatives about their childhoods with questions that are exclusively focused on material possessions and experiences such as holidays.  The outcomes are that pupils, understandably, develop the view that everything about that period was worse than the present day.  This may be a sound interpretation but its validity is in great doubt when based on such a very narrow evidence base.  
At the same time I readily acknowledge that, due to well-understood issues of keeping inspection reports to a manageable size and avoiding being over-detailed, inspection teams often have very limited scope to go beyond a brief illustration of an aspect.  This could well mean that I am using these quotes out of context and the schools involved do much more meaningful work on GC. 

Nevertheless, I would like to see more schools developing more focused lines of enquiry into the societies that their charitable work is concerned with.  Clearly, these societies are not anywhere as materially well-off as the economically developed world pupils in Wales live in and health and education facilities and every day conveniences we take for granted are often either absent or rudimentary.  However, what if lines of enquiry also extended to other issues of well-being such as happiness, family, and sense of security, prevailing values, and attitudes? The results would obviously vary depending on the places concerned but I can’t help thinking that pupils in Wales would often gain a more rounded perspective on developing societies as a result.  This has also to be accompanied by more focused teacher planning, especially avoiding work that looks at a single village but with headings such as “Life in Wales and Africa” or “Life in Wales and India”. 
Indications of outstanding work

I have selected the extracts from the following reports because they suggest to me that these are schools that are providing education for global citizenship well above the norm. 
1. The pupils’ understanding of world-wide citizenship is also developing well, with contributions to charities and educational work. In addition they are aware of the twinning programme between Nefyn and Puerto Madryn, Argentina, links with a school in Italy, and also studies on foreign countries. Good attention is also paid to Fair Trade.  (Nefyn)
2. Global citizenship is developing well with an established link to the Gambia. The school has been awarded the British Council award for Global Citizenship. A successful International Week has been held with each class linked to a different country. The school has a strong commitment to using Fair-trade products. (Christchurch)
3. Global citizenship is another outstanding feature of the school. Very close links have been established with schools in Poland and Ghana. Pupils regularly communicate with their counterparts in these schools, often discussing environmental as well as educational issues. The school has achieved the prestigious ‘International School Award’ for their efforts.  (Queensferry)
4. The school has numerous European links through its work with the Comenius Project and the activities have contributed greatly to developing the pupils’ understanding of global citizenship. The school won the International Award for work in this field. This is also an outstanding feature of the school’s work.  (Ysgol Rhydgaled)
5. The highly successful partnerships established with schools throughout Europe via the Comenius initiative and the ‘Roots and Wings’ project enables pupils to have a truly international understanding of the lives of children in different countries. Pupils are also aware of the economic and social inequalities that exist and how global forces shape their lives. The school’s commitment to the Fair Trade ethos is very good and pupils have a clear understanding that the actions of people in one country can have a direct effect on others. (Swiss Valley)
6. Considerable work has taken place to foster an international dimension to pupils’

       education for global citizenship. This very positive and distinctive feature within the

       school is outstanding. The school is affiliated to the British Council Multilateral

       Partnerships within the European Union and is the proud recipient of the British

       Council International Award achieved during 2001, 2004 and 2007. It is currently

       aiming to gain the International Schools Award for its partnership work with   

       Lesotho and Chongqing.  Links exist with the Italian Consulate Education  

         Programme and Italian is taught from nursery to year 6 by a visiting native speaker.  

     (Albert)
7. There are some outstanding links with other schools both in Newport and in Africa, America, Europe, Central America and Pakistan. Pupils were the first in Monmouthshire to link directly with children in Pakistan across the Internet. They recall with fascination their discussion. Particularly strong support is given to a school in Malawi. Friendships with pupils in many schools are opening pupils' eyes to the world around them in exciting ways. These links are now exceptionally well established  (Trellech)
8. A 'Global Citizenship' week is arranged annually, with each class in their turn making a presentation to the whole school, in order to raise pupils' awareness of the different people and living conditions that exist around the world. (Y Traeth)
Conclusion
Education for sustainable development and global citizenship is one of the quality indicators in the new inspection framework for 2010.  Training for inspectors should include an input on inspecting education for sustainable development and global citizenship

