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YMCA WALES - Connect for Change: 

The project will engage with young people who will gain knowledge, skills and understanding related to the global dimension of local issues.  The target group will be 500 disadvantaged and vulnerable young people involved in YMCAs across 24 locations in Wales, with a focus on 16-21 year olds. The wider beneficiaries will be about 3,600 young people and adults involved in schools, pupil referral units, youth support services and housing programmes. The need for the project was identified primarily through 10 young people who took part in a pilot partnership project with young people in Sierra Leone, with Y Care International.  They were very motivated and on their return shared their experiences. Outside mainstream education, and for those over 16, there is little opportunity to engage with international development education.  Research shows that disadvantaged young people can especially relate to exclusion and injustice and young people want to learn more and are likely to take action. Disadvantaged youths can be difficult to access but the pilot showed that through involvement they can be motivated. Experienced youth workers will be recruited who will each undertake workshops, projects run at 24 specified youth sites to develop a campaign, action or promotion of an issue, as identified by the group.  Further training will be given to young people wanting to be peer educators. It is envisaged that 20% of them will want to take the further training, which will be part of the project and will ensure sustainability. The peer education work will be in schools and at community events, Action Days and campaigning events, thereby reaching a wider target group.

CYFANFYD - Increasing Capacity of BME and minority faith organisations in Wales to engage with and deliver development education/ESDGC and increase awareness of the Millennium Development Goals: 

The primary target groups for this project are trainers from the BME and minority faith sector (+50) particularly those who are involved in education (schools, youth, lifelong learning), 3 BME and/or minority faith networks and their members (150+) and individuals and organisations involved in Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) training and delivery (25+). Its wider targets are the learners and educators across Wales, Cyfanfyd members (70 organisations and individuals) and those associated with them, and other associated networks (Global Youth Work Network and Enabling Effective Support - EES). The project addresses the issue that BME and minority faith groups in Wales lack the capacity to be fully involved in ESDGC, although their knowledge and expertise bring an invaluable perspective to development education. The project will identify and address specific training needs with the sector and support their delivery of ESDGC in formal and informal education.
